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“The Blood of the Lamb”      Text – Exodus 12:5-7   Lord’s Day 5    OT Reading – Hebrews 10:1-18

(Explain Israel in slavery in Egypt.  10 plagues.  What must be done for Lord to Pass-over.)

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
A Book I have found most fascinating to read is a book called Meeting Jesus at the Feast.  The subtitle is Israel’s Festivals and the Gospel.  It looks at nine major festivals of Old Testament Israel and explores the many wonderful ways that those feasts point forward to Jesus. 

And one of those OT feasts is the Passover.  So last Lord’s Supper Sunday, we began looking at how the Passover reveals the Gospel.  And this is not just us trying to be cute and clever; in the New Testament, Jesus is called “the Lamb of God” and “our Passover lamb.”   So from the opening four verses, we looked at the significance of the calendar change described in the first verse, and the instructions for there to be one lamb per household as symbolic of there being one family of God today, with the Lord Jesus being the only way to become a part of that family.  
And we did all this to enrich our understanding and appreciation of the Lord’s Supper.  That is why that sermon was called ‘From Feast to Feast.’  

You see, it ought to be that as we come to the Lord’s Supper table, we come expecting to meet Jesus at this feast.  We should come eager to enjoy union and communion with Him.  We should come eager to have our faith in Christ strengthened and renewed.    

So as we continue with Exodus 12 and the Passover today, we do so in the hope that the gospel will strengthen our eagerness to meet Jesus at the Lord’s Supper.
I.  Well, we begin today with verse 5.  We read, “The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect.”  
A. Boys and girls, a defect is a fault or an imperfection.  If you buy something new from a store and take it home and open it and discover that it is broken or it is scratched, then it has a defect; it is not in perfect condition.  Well, the lambs for Passover sacrifice had to be perfect.  
1. And this command is typical of all God’s instructions about animal sacrifice in the Old Testament.  Leviticus 22 has lots of detailed rules about what made an animal imperfect and unacceptable as a sacrifice (B&G – blind, itch!).  So the people had to search through the flock until they found a perfect sheep or goat.  
2. Later on in Israel’s life, they had special shepherds and breeding programs for this – all they did was try and raise lambs and goats that were perfect for sacrificing.  In fact, many Bible scholars believe that the shepherds who the angels appeared to to announce the birth of Jesus were shepherds of sheep for the sacrifices.    
B. But when you think about it, even if a lamb was strong and healthy, and it had unblemished skin or wool, was it really without defect?  Was it really perfect?  No it was not.  And this is because animals are a part of the fallen creation.  Romans 8 talks about the whole creation being in “bondage to decay.”  All living beings eventually die.  So even these clean and healthy lambs were infected with sin.  And it is because of this truth that we read this earlier in Hebrews 10: “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”  God never intended for His OT people to think that their sins were actually forgiven by the sacrifices of animals.  As Hebrews 10 explains, if these sacrifices actually forgave sins, they would only need to be done once.  The point of all the animal sacrifices, including the Passover lamb, was to give the Israelites a continual reminder of sin and guilt and to point forward to a truly perfect sacrifice that would only need to be offered once.  
C. So the key truth being revealed in this command is that the sacrifice that once and for all will turn away God’s wrath will need to be of one who truly is strong and without defect.  So let’s think about each of those two points – strength and being without defect.
1. Strength.  These 1 year old lambs were in the prime of life.  They were as strong as a creature can be.  The human equivalent is probably a person in their early 20s – as strong as a human being can be.  Bit gruesome, but what happens when you slice the throat of any creature?  Can it survive, even if it is really strong?  No.  And remember, the sacrifice that truly forgives sin needs to be able to survive the eternal wrath of God, because that is what sin deserves.   So creaturely strength, even that of a human being, is not enough.  Punish a creature and it will die.  That’s what our Lord’s Day question explains: “No mere creature can bear the weight of God’s eternal anger against sin.”  So if a creature, including human beings, cannot be the sacrifice we need, we need someone who is divine; someone who has the strength of God.  And again, this is what our Lord’s Day explains – this person must be “more powerful than all creatures, that is He must also be true God.”  So in terms of strength, we need someone who is God.
2. Without defect.  To be a suitable sacrifice, this person must be absolutely perfect.  And the Bible tells us about someone who was “tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin.”  We read this in Hebrews 4:15.  Who is this sinless person?   It is Jesus!  And the perfection of Jesus was seen in what happened immediately before and during His crucifixion.  During His trial under Pontius Pilate, what did Pilate say three times about Jesus?  I find no guilt in this man; He has done nothing worthy of death.  Jesus was innocent!  And then, as Jesus hung on the cross, the temple curtain tore in two from top to bottom, an earthquake shook the land and broke rocks, darkness descended in the middle of the day, and dead people came back to life and rose up from their tombs.  Creation’s God declared Jesus without defect – innocent – perfect – acceptable.  And you may remember that the centurion who stood there and saw all these things said, “Surely He was the Son of God.”
3. Jesus is the strong and without defect sacrifice that we sinful human beings need.   God Himself, through the gift of His Son, provided the acceptable sacrifice that could once and for all pay for sin.  And this is what we saw in Hebrews 10: “We have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all … by a single offering He has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.”  Verse 5 of our text is pointing us to Jesus!  
D. So congregation, in the light of this great truth we are going to engage in some audience participation.  I am going to ask you a series of questions.  And I invite you to respond to these questions by saying “Jesus did!”  So tell me, Who took all of your sins on Himself?  [Jesus did!]  Who endured the wrath of God so that you would not have to?  [Jesus did!]  Who closed the gates of hell and opened the gates of heaven?  [Jesus did!]    Who gave you His perfection so that God sees you as His blameless child?  [Jesus did!]  Who set you free, once and for all, from the tyranny of the devil? [Jesus did!]
1. The prophet Isaiah said that when God’s people cry out to Him, “He will send them a Saviour and a Champion, and He will deliver them.”  People of God, Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, is your strong and perfect champion!
II.  But there’s more!  For next we see in verse 6 that the lamb that was chosen on the 10th day of the month was to be cared for until the 14th of the month and then slaughtered by the whole community of Israel at twilight.  
A. So the families were to take care of these strong and without defect lambs for four days before slaughtering it.  And even here we are pointed to Jesus.  
1. For example, in Luke 2:52, we read about a young Jesus growing in “wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.”  
2. And later we see Him tested by men and the devil.  We see Him face every temptation common to men, but not once giving in to sin.  
3. And as we noted a few moments ago, three times Pilate said, “I find no basis for a charge against Him.”  He is perfect.  He is innocent.  He is righteous.
4. But just as all the people here in Exodus 12 lived with their perfect lamb for a time and then killed it, so the Jews who had seen the perfection of Jesus while He lived among them cried out to Pilate, “Take Him away!  Take Him away!  Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!”  And that is exactly what happened.  The Lamb of God was slaughtered by the “whole community.”
5. And we can’t stand here and point our fingers at the Jews for doing this to Jesus.  One hymn says, “Behold the Man upon a cross My guilt upon His shoulders.  Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers.”  While we may not have been in the crowd that day, we share in their guilt because we are sinners.  It was all of sinful humanity that cried out for Jesus to be crucified.  We are all part of the whole community that slaughtered the Lamb of God.
6. And so, this table is a reminder that we are guilty sinners who do not deserve God’s grace. 
III.  But in the last verse of our text for today, verse 7, we see that the Israelites were to “take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs.”
A. Now, just pause here and picture this scene: The slaughter of the animals and painting of the door posts was to take place at twilight.  And then the Lord said He would come at midnight and “strike down every firstborn in Egypt,” except where there was blood on the doorposts.  So your only hope to escape judgment was to paint blood on the doorposts.  And once you had done this, you had to inside and wait.
B. What is going here?  What does this describe?  What is this a vivid picture of?  
1. Scientific, rational, modern man says this is nonsense.  Kill a lamb and put its blood on the doorposts and wait for the Lord to pass over?  This is just the stupid myth of a primitive people, surely!  
2. But no, my dear sceptic friend, this is faith.  This is faith in action.  This is trusting in the Word of God.  Right?  This is resting in the power of the blood of the lamb!  
C. And so the Hebrews waited for the judgment that God had warned would come.  And they waited not in fear but in faith; they believed that because of the blood God would pass over them.  

D. And then, at midnight the cries of anguish and grief began to ring out across the land as household after household discovered the result of God’s just judgment on Egypt’s sin.  Can you imagine the sound of that torment?  
E. But here too we are being pointed to Jesus.  You see, God has told us in the Bible that a much worse and much greater Day of Judgment is coming.  It is the Day that will come at the end of time.  And the result of that Judgment will not be the death of the firstborn but the sentencing and condemning of all unbelievers to eternal dying without actually dying – unspeakable agony and horror and loneliness that will never end.  And the sound of torment heard in Egypt back then is nothing compared to the sound of torment that will be heard on that day as guilty unbelievers are condemned to hell, knowing that they have no one to blame but themselves. 
F. But Just as God told the Hebrews how they could escape this judgment, so He has told us how we may escape judgment to hell.  And what He has told us is what we have explored today.  God gave His Son, Jesus, to be the sacrifice for sins.  All you have to do is to believe that He poured out His blood on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins.  If you confess your sins and turn away from sin and believe that your sin is covered by the blood of the lamb, God’s judgment will pass over you.  The blood of the Lamb will cy out, “Covered!  Marked!  Protected!  Righteous!”  Exodus 12 is a call to faith.  It points us to Jesus and call on us to believe.  And if you believe, then you will meet Jesus at this feast (LS table).  And one day you will enjoy eternal life in heaven.  So the question is: Do you believe?   
